The Press

The British buy more newspaper than any other people exept the Swedes and the Japanese.

All over Britan most people read national papers, based in London, and there is a striking difference between the quality papers and the mass – circulation popular tabloids.

Almost no papers at all are published in Britan on Sundays exept national ones: six popular and five quality, based in London.

Scotland has two important quality papers, The Scotsman in Edinburgh and the Glasgow Herald.

On Sundays the Sunday Post claims to be read by four – fifths of the Scottish population. Scotlands´s cultural distinctness is reflected in its press.

The dominance of the national press reflrcts the weakness of regional identity among the English. Of the five quality morning papers only The Daily Telegraph is solidly conservative; nearly all its readers are conservatives.

Most of the significant regional newspaper are evening papers, each publishing about four editions between about midday and 5 p.m. London like every other important town has one. All these evening papers are semi – popular, but none has a circulation approaching that of any popular national paper.

Exept in central London there era very few newspaper kiosks in town streets. In towns the lokal evening papers are sold by elderly men and women who stand for many hours, stamping their feet to keep warm.

The most famous of all British newspapers is The Times.

The popular newspapers are now commonly called tabloids, a word first used for pharmaceutical substances compressed into pills. The tabloid papers compress the news, and are printed on small sheets of paper. They use enormous headlines for the leading items of each day, wich are one day political, one day to do with crime, one day sport, one day some odd happening.

From a very long time the press has been free from any governmental interference. There has been no censorship, no subsidy. But for several decades it has seemed that some newspapers have abused their freedom.

